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PRESS NOTICE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Tuesday 26 March 2013

Leading charities welcome Big Lottery support for society’s most excluded individuals

The Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) coalition has today welcomed the Big Lottery Fund’s announcement that ten local areas are on their way to receiving up to £10 million each to support people facing a combination of problems such as substance misuse, homelessness, mental health problems and contact with the criminal justice system.
Responding to the announcement the MEAM Project Director, Oliver Hilbery said:

“People with multiple and complex problems are often passed from pillar-to-post, ‘recycled’ between services without getting the help they need.  This leads to individuals living chaotic lives that damage them and their communities and cost the taxpayer more in the long run.

“Today’s announcement is a major opportunity to transform the lives of people in this situation, supporting them to realise their potential by better coordinating the work of local agencies. Service users, providers and commissioners in the ten localities will now work together to develop their plans for sustainable, coordinated approaches.

“We welcome the Big Lottery’s long-term commitment to this agenda and look forward to continuing to work with them as the programme develops”

ENDS

Notes to the editor:
1) Information about the Big Lottery Fund Fulfilling Lives programme and today’s announcement is available at: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
2) Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) is a coalition of four national charities – Clinks, DrugScope, Homeless Link and Mind – formed to influence policy and services for adults facing multiple needs and exclusions. Together the charities represent over 1,600 frontline organisations working in the criminal justice, drug treatment, homelessness and mental health sectors.  MEAM is supported by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. www.meam.org.uk; www.clinks.org; www.drugscope.org.uk; www.homeless.org.uk; www.mind.org.uk 
3) For more information, interviews or comment please contact the press teams as follows:
Clinks: Joe Gardham, 07969 727 129 joe.gardham@clinks.org
DrugScope: David Ader, 020 7234 9730 davida@drugscope.org.uk
Homeless Link: Ben Knox, 020 7840 4425 ben.knox@homelesslink.org.uk
Mind: Maria Lam, 020 8215 2237 m.lam@mind.org.uk
