PRESS NOTICE – Monday 23 July 2012

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) coalition responds to launch of Big Lottery programme for people facing multiple needs

Today the Big Lottery Fund has announced a £100m programme to support the delivery of coordinated services for the most disadvantaged individual adults in our society.

The programme will focus on adults facing a combination of problems including substance misuse, mental ill health, homelessness and repeated contact with the criminal justice system.

Oliver Hilbery, Project Director for Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) said: 

"The Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) coalition welcomes the Big Lottery Fund's commitment to supporting sustained improvement in services and outcomes for adults facing multiple needs. Building on the experience and expertise of our members working in mental health, substance misuse, homeless and the criminal justice system, MEAM has been at the forefront on this agenda, influencing and formulating practical responses nationally and locally. 

The MEAM vision is that in every community people facing multiple needs are supported by effective, coordinated services to tackle their problems and reach their full potential. We believe that success is achievable, even at a time when budgets across-the-board are being squeezed. With careful planning, co-ordination, partnership working and a strategic approach to making the most cost-effective use of different national and local funding, local areas can improve outcomes for the most excluded individuals in our society.
By building on and maximising the contributions of those with a commitment to addressing multiple needs, the Big Lottery Fund has a fantastic opportunity to help secure lasting change in all areas across the country. On behalf of our collective memberships, we look forward to working with the Big Lottery to support them and to enable this ambition to be achieved."
The Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) coalition was formed in 2008 by Clinks, DrugScope, Homeless Link and Mind and is generously supported by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.

ENDS


NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Information on the programme announced today by the Big Lottery Fund can be found at: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk

2. Information on the Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) coalition can be found at www.meam.org.uk 

3. For interviews or further comments from Making Every Adult Matter please contact the press team at Clinks, DrugScope, Homeless Link or Mind:

Clinks: Clive Martin, Director – clive.martin@clinks.org; tel: 07939 583667

DrugScope: Ruth Goldsmith, Communications Manager – ruthg@drugscope.org.uk; tel: 07801 845 192

Homeless Link: Ben Knox, Head of Communications, ben.knox@homelesslink.org.uk
tel: 020 7840 4425

Mind: Vicki Prout, Media Officer – v.prout@mind.org.uk; tel: 020 8522 1743
