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April 2010
Hardest to Reach? The politics of multiple needs and exclusions
“In 2010 there remains a small group of people, spread through every community in Britain, who are living deeply chaotic lives.  Often homeless or serving short-term prison sentences many are also trapped in a spiral of drugs, mental ill health and crime. All are ‘recycling’ between service interventions without ever getting the coordinated help they need. And as the recession continues to bite, this disjointed approach is costing an awful lot in terms of money and wasted potential.” Source:  Hardest to Reach?
We are pleased to have worked together on Hardest to Reach? The politics of multiple needs and exclusions and enclose a complimentary copy. With contributions from across the political spectrum it outlines what has been learnt in recent years about how best to support those who face a combination of problems at the same time and suggests that the government should now build on this learning with a multiple needs and exclusions Green Paper early in the new Parliament. 

In this time of economic constraint tackling multiple needs and exclusions must be a key focus for government. There are benefits not only for the individuals concerned, but for the delivery of many departmental policy objectives, for social justice, for stronger communities, for effective public service reform and for the efficient expenditure of local and national budgets.

Politicians should not be shy about this agenda. A new public attitudes survey conducted for Hardest to Reach? shows that voters will not stand in the way of positive action. The public can sense the current disjointed approach of public services for this group, they can see the wasted potential of individuals living chaotic lives; and they understand the social and economic benefits that will arise from a strong national policy focus on multiple needs and exclusions and the local implementation of services that work.
The ideas outlined by leading political thinkers in this book show much cross-party consensus. Now, together, in the new Parliament, we need to make it happen. 
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